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ATTORNEY  GENERAL 


FROM  THE  FIRE  MARSHAL'S  DESK: 

Now  that  the  Legislature  has  finally  gone  home  and  the  dust 
has  cleared,  we  find  that  meeting  was  virtually  a  disaster  as  far 
as  the  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  is  concerned.   Let  us  qualify  that  state- 
ment in  some  respects  because  there  was  one  bill,  House  Bill  90, 
that  did  clarify  the  functions  and  authority  and  general  purpose  of 
the  Fire  Marshal  office.   Even  it  was  slightly  amended  from  what 
the  original  Legislative  Council  sub-committee  had  introduced.   We 
were  successful  in  amending  Senate  Bill  401  with  the  help  of  the 
fire  services  to  keep  the  office  intact  and  in  the  Department  of 
Justice . 

Where  we  failed  miserably  was  in  our  attempt  to  obtain  an 
adequate  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  numerous  state- 
wide programs  urgently  needed  to  reduce  our  atrocious  loss  of  property 
and  lives  from  fire.   We  can  only  assume  that  the  Legislature  apparent- 
ly feels  that  a  15  million  dollar  annual  property  loss  and  30  to  40 
lives  is  acceptable  and  not  something  to  become  too  concerned  about. 
The  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  doesn't  agree  with  that  concept  and  we  feel 
that  our  annual  loss  figure  is  certainly  not  an  acceptable  one.   Every 
effort  should  be  made  to  reduce  it.   We  are  also  quite  sure  that  the 
fire  services  and  insurance  industry  are  of  the  same  opinion.   It 
could  very  well  be  that  the  majority  of  Montana  citizens  do  not  agree 
with  the  Legislature. 

In  the  final  appropriation  bill,  the  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  was 
given  $165,635  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1978,  an  increase  of  $5064  or 
3%%.   Our  present  budget  for  fiscal  year  1977  is  $160,271.   The 
appropriation  for  fiscal  year  1979  is  $170,540,  an  increase  of  $4905 
or  2%%.   Obviously  we  didn't  keep  up  with  inflation  which  means  that 
we  will  necessarily  be  required  to  cut  back  on  our  services.   Where 
those  cut  backs  will  be  made  must  be  determined  when  we  restructure 
our  programs  for  the  next  biennium.   There  was  a  period  of  time 
during  the  session  when  we  had  high  hopes  of  receiving  a  satisfactory 
appropriation.   The  House  of  Representatives,  with  the  help  of 
Representative  Bob  Sievertson,  Representative  Herschel  Robbins , 
Representative  Helen  O'Connell  and  several  others,  amended  the  bill 
to  our  original  request.   However,  it  was  amended  again  in  the  Senate 
and  the  conference  committee  did  not  agree  to  change  those  figures. 
We  are  concerned  with  the  fact  that  Section  82-123i  of  the  state  law 
provides  for  a  tax  on  fire  insurance  premiums  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  State  Fire  Marshal  office  and  that  in  recent  years,  since  1971, 


amounts  anywhere  from  207o  to  377o  of  this  tax  money  has  remained  in 
the  General  Fund  and  was  not  appropriated  for  the  Fire  Marshal  Bureau. 
For  instance,  in  the  year  just  passed,  1976,  that  tax  generated 
$229,278  and  yet  the  appropriation  is  only  foi  the  amount  of  $165,335 
starting  this  coming  July,  leaving  $63,643  in  the  General  Fund. 

It  could  be  that  we  are  not  informing  the  public  well  enough 
regarding  the  atrocious  fire  loss  and  the  need  for  more  state  level 
effort  to  control  and  reduce  this  loss.   We  suspect  also  that  very 
few  if  any  of  the  people  that  buy  fire  insurance  realize  that  they 
are  paying  a  tax  of  3/4  of  1%  that  should  be  used  by  the  State  Fire 
Marshal  office  to  curtail  and  reduce  this  fire  loss.   We  suggest  that 
if  you  agree  that  this  is  neglect  on  our  part  and  on  the  part  of  the 
fire  services  then  let's  make  it  a  policy  to  inform  people  whenever 
the  opportunity  arises. 

Our  Attorney  General  has  indicated  that  he  is  very  concerned 
with  the  arson  problem  so  obviously  we  will  make  investigation  of 
fires  and  investigation  of  arson  as  primary  objectives  for  the  next 
biennium.   With  our  limited  staff  this  effort  will  be  directed  to 
assisting  and  training  local  fire  departments  and  law  enforcement 
in  this  area  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 


WILLIAM  A.  PENTTILA 
WAP/ el 
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LEGISLATIVE  RESULTS 

HJR  7      Providing  no  permit  shall  be  issued  for  an  open  fire  or 
Signed     open  burning  without  the  prior  notification  of  a  fire 
chief  or  other  appropriate  official. 

HJR  9      To  encourage  the  use  and  maintenance  of  smoke  detectors  in 
Signed     buildings  constructed  in  Montana. 

HB  62      Revise  and  clarify  laws  relating  to  firemen's  retirement 
Signed     and  death  and  disability  benefits. 

HB  66      An  act  moving  a  fire  services  training  school  from  the 
Signed     Department  of  Public  Instruction  into  the  Department  of 
Public  Education. 

HB  68      Removing  barriers  to  more  efficient  delivery  of  forest  fires 
Signed     protection  services  to  Montana's  forest  and  farm  resources 
by  simplifying  the  forest  fire  assessment  system,  expanding 
the  responsibility  and  authority  of  counties  in  providing 
protection  for  forest  and  farm  resources,  and  clarifying 
statutes  relating  to  firewardens. 

HB  90      Revising  and  clarifying  certain  laws  governing  the  fire 
Signed     marshal  bureau;  directing  establishment  of  a  fire  marshal 
advisory  council. 

HB  123     An  act  to  prepare  for  providing  fire  protection  services 
Signed     for  certain  state-owned  buildings  and  authorizing  payments 
for  such  protection. 

HB  178     Requiring  the  Department  of  Justice  to  compile  and  make 
Signed     available  in  pamphlet  form  all  Montana  statutes  relating 
to  fire  protection. 

HB  263     Providing  a  partial  service  pension  for  paid  firemen  with 
Signed     10  years  or  more  of  active  duty  and  clarifying  eligibility 
for  full  service  pension. 

HB  275     Providing  that  certificates  of  volunteer  fire  companies 
Signed     shall  be  filed  annually  instead  of  quarterly  with  the 
County  Clerk  and  Recorder. 

HB  459      Increasing  the  maximum  pension  that  may  be  paid  to  a  retired 
Signed     volunteer  fireman  by  a  fire  department  relief  association 
from  $75  a  month  to  $100  a  month. 

HB  638     Providing  for  the  minimum  wages  of  firemen  in  cities  of 
Signed     first  and  second  class  and  overtime  requirements. 

HB  745     Relating  to  the  terminology  in  the  laws  relating  to  firemen 
Signed     and  police  retirement  and  death  and  disability  benefits. 

SB  116     To  create  an  alternative  procedure  for  detracting  a  single 
Signed     piece  of  land  from  a  fire  district  and  annexing  the  same  to 
a  municipality. 


-3- 


LEGISLATION  (Continued) 

SB  183     Increasing  the  maximum  amount  which  may  be  paid  to  a  qualified 
Signed     claimant  under  the  volunteer  firemen's  pension  plan  from  $50 
to  $100  per  month.  (Un-incorporated  areas) 

SB  377     Creating  an  agency  fund  from  which  Lc   make  pension  payments 
Signed     to  eligible  members  of  volunteer  fire  companies  of  unincorp- 
orated areas . 

SB  405     An  act  requiring  notification  to  the  State  Fire  Marshal 
Signed     whenever  a  person  convicted  of  arson  or  acquitted  of  arson 

on  the  grounds  of  mental  disease  or  defect  is  admitted  or 

released  by  a  penal  or  mental  facility. 

OF  INTEREST  TO  SHERIFFS 

HB  514     To  allow  retirees  under  the  statewide  police  reserve  fund, 
Signed     the  highway  patrolmen's  retirement  system,  the  game  wardens' 
retirement  system,  the  public  employees'  retirement  system, 
the  sheriffs'  retirement  system,  and  the  judges'  retirement 
system  who  are  enrolled  in  an  employee  group  insurance  plan 
to  have  the  monthly  premium  deducted  from  their  retirement 
benefits  and  paid  directly  to  the  carrier. 

HB  794     Defining  the  trustee  and  fiduciary  responsibilities  of  the 
Signed     retirement  boards  of  the  highway  patrolmen's  retirement 
system,  the  game  wardens'  retirement  system,  the  public 
employees'  retirement  system,  the  sheriffs'  retirement  system, 
and  the  judges'  retirement  system;  revising  and  clarifying 
the  law  pertaining  to  these  trustee  and  fiduciary  responsi- 
bilities and  the  calculation  and  payment  of  retirement 
allowances . 

SB  174     Providing  that  a  sheriff  may  qualify  for  non-sheriff  member- 
Signed     ship  service  in  the  public  employees'  retirement  system  for 
credit  in  the  sheriffs'  retirement  system. 


SMOKE  DETECTORS 

The  following  is  an  article  published  by  the  Associated  Press  regarding 
the  current  demand  for  smoke  detectors: 

"A  growing  number  of  Americans  are  installing  smoke  detectors  in  their 
homes  to  provide  an  early  warning  system  in  case  of  fire. 

The  National  Fire  Prevention  and  Control  Administration  says  33  states 
already  have  regulations  requiring  the  use  of  smoke  alarms,  usually  in 
new  houses,  mobile  homes  and  developments.   Other  states  and  some  cities 
are  considering  similar  rules. 

The  agency  says  it  would  like  to  see  the  devices  in  25  percent  of  all 
American  homes  by  1980  and  in  75  percent  by  1990.   About  eight  million 
smoke  detectors  were  sold  last  year,  up  from  only  50,000  in  1972. 

As  the  popularity  of  smoke  detectors  has  grown,  so  has  the  number  of 
models  and  brands  on  the  market,  making  it  more  difficult  for  consumers 
to  choose. 

You  should  make  sure  you  select  a  detector  which  has  been  approved  by 
one  of  several  major  testing  laboratories.   There  is  no  shortage  of 
such  detectors.   Underwriters  Laboratories,  Inc.  says  98  brands  of 
smoke  alarms  meet  its  standards.   Prices  for  the  detectors  generally 
range  from  $20  to  $70.   Extra  features  such  as  test  buttons  are 
included  on  the  more  expensive  models. 

There  are  two  basic  types  of  smoke  detectors:   photoelectric  and 
ionization  chamber. 

The  photoelectric  smoke  detector  contains  a  light  source  and  a  photocell. 
When  smoke  enters  the  detector,  light  from  the  beam  is  reflected  from 
smoke  particles  into  the  photocell,  triggering  the  alarm.   The 
ionization  variety  contains  a  small  radiation  source." 

*  *  * 

The  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  strongly  urges  each  fire  department  to  gain 
the  interest  of  their  community  in  these  detectors  as  part  of  a  fire 
prevention  program. 

There  are  several  reputable  firms  statewide  that  sell  these  smoke 
detectors.   All  stores  that  sell  these  detectors  should  be  licensed 
by  the  State  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  and  their  detectors  should  have  already 
been  approved  by  our  office. 

If  anyone  buys  a  smoke  detector  in  the  State  of  Montana,  the  seller  is 
required  to  either  install  the  detector  properly  or  give  the  buyer  the 
proper  installation  instructions  for  the  most  effective  use.   If  the 
detector  operates  with  a  light  source,  the  seller  is  required  to  provide 
spare  bulbs  with  instructions  on  how  to  replace  these.   If  the  unit  is 
powered  by  batteries,  instructions  on  how  to  replace  the  batteries  is 
also  required. 

There  have  been  many  newspaper  articles  and  articles  in  the  fire  journals 
on  the  lives  and  property  saved  through  the  use  of  these  smoke  detectors. 
Most  fire  deaths  are  caused  by  smoke  inhalation  and  many  of  these  could 
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SMOKE  DETECTORS 
(Continued) 

have  been  prevented  with  an  early  warning  device  installed  in  the 
residence . 

There  is  a  very  good  and  informative  pamphlet  put  out  by  the  Department 
of  Commerce  regarding  smoke  detectors.   This  pamphlet,  we  believe,  is 
free  of  charge.   We  would  like  to  recommend  that  a  supply  be  obtained 
for  each  fire  department  to  distribute  to  the  members  of  their  community. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  highlights  of  the  pamphlet: 

*How  do  smoke  detectors  work? 

*Is  the  radioactive  material  in  an  ionization  chamber  detector  a 
hazard? 

*Which  detector  is  better,  the  ionization  chamber  smoke  detector 
or  the  photoelectric  smoke  detector? 

,vWhere  is  the  best  place  to  install  my  detector?   (includes  diagrams 
on  smoke  detector  placement) 

*If  I  have  a  detector  in  the  basement,  will  I  be  able  to  hear  it  in 
the  bedrooms? 

*How  are  the  detectors  connected? 

,vHow  are  smoke  detectors  powered  and  installed? 

*Will  a  fire  disable  a  detector  that  is  wired  directly  to  the 
household  electrical  power? 

*How  do  I  get  the  best  service  from  my  detector? 

*What  do  I  do  if  the  alarm  goes  off? 

If  you  wish  to  obtain  a  supply  of  these  pamphlets  or  would  like  more 
information  on  early  warning  devices,  you  may  write  to:   SMOKE  DETECTORS 
National  Fire  Prevention  and  Control  Administration,  U.S.  Department  of 
Commerce,  Washington,  D.C.  20230. 

If  you  or  anyone  in  your  community  has  any  questions  regarding  the  type 
of  detectors  being  sold  in  your  area  or  have  any  problems  with  the 
dealers,  we  urge  you  to  contact  this  office. 

As  mentioned  previously,  every  fire  equipment  dealer  is  required  to  have 
a  permit  to  sell  fire  extinguishers  and/or  home  fire  alarms.   If  any  of 
the  chiefs  know  of  anyone  selling  these  items  without  a  permit,  we  would 
like  you  to  contact  this  office.   In  requiring  these  companies  to  have 
a  sales  permit,  we  are  better  able  to  protect  the  public  from  being 
sold  unapproved  and  possibly  harmful  products.   Each  brand  of  detector 
must  be  approved  by  the  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  before  it  is  put  up  for  sale 
to  the  public. 

Your  cooperation  in  supporting  this  important  fire  prevention  measure 
would  be  greatly  appreciated. 
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SMOKE  DETECTOR  RECALL 

The  Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission  (CPSC)  has  approved  a  plan  to 
fix  or  replace  115,000  smoke  detectors  that  could  either  fail  to  work 
or  catch  fire  themselves  because  of  an  electrical  defect.   BRK 
Electronics,  the  manufacturer  of  the  detectors  had  been  notifying 
contractors,  supply  houses,  and  its  distributors  since  last  summer. 
Some  of  the  115,000  detectors  were  also  installed  in  mobile  homes 
throughout  the  country.   The  ion  chamber  smoke  detectors  were  sold 
under  the  brand  names  BRK  and  Early  One  and  under  private  label 
contract  to  Sears,  ITE,  and  AMF-Paragon.   The  problem  with  the  detector 
involves  a  resistor  that  can  fail,  resulting  in  fires  within  the 
detector.   BRK  is  accepting  collect  calls  (312)  898-9040  from  people 
needing  information  about  the  replacement  of  their  faulty  detectors. 

Preliminary  figures  for  1976  given  by  Richard  Bright  on  the  sales  of 
detectors  nationwide  show  that  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of 
10,000,000  detectors  were  sold  during  the  past  year. 


*  *  * 


PANIC  LEADS  TO  DEATHS 

The  following  is  an  exerpt  from  an  article  published  by  the  Associated 
Press  on  the  deaths  of  four  mentally  retarded  persons  in  Dexter,  New 
York: 

"Four  mentally  retarded  persons  apparently  panicked  when  awakened  by 
flames  early  today  (March  25,  1977)  and  died  before  they  could  escape, 
authorities  said. 

The  family  providing  a  home  for  the  four  in  a  state-run  program  escaped 
unharmed. 

'When  they  were  discovered  they  were  within  inches  and  feet  of  the 
door  but  they  just  couldn't  make  it.   They  just  panicked,'  said  a 
deputy  sheriff." 

*  * 

The  above  article  indicates  what  could  happen  anywhere.   It  also  spells 
out  the  need  for  fire  drills  and  instruction  on  emergency  procedures  in 
homes  and  institutions  housing  mentally  retarded  and  mentally  disabled 
persons.   Such  tragedies  could  be  prevented  with  a  little  time  and 
foresight  into  such  possible  emergency  situations  in  these  facilities. 

We  would  urge  fire  departments  having  such  facilities  in  their 
communities  to  make  an  effort  to  see  that  these  people  have  some  type 
of  training  and  instruction  on  escape  procedures  during  an  emergency 
situation. 
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''Protecting  the  Big  Shy  Country" 

MONTANA  STATE  FIRE  CHIEFS' ASSOCIATION 

P.O.   BOX  1704  HELENA,   MONTANA  59601 


OFFICEOF  SECRETARY.  TREASURER  {(f^rOMI*!  PHONE   (  406  )    442-8768 

1728  NINTH  AVENUE 


The  Fire  Chiefs'  Association  is  soliciting  your  membership.   As  of 
April  22,  1977  there  were  88  members  in  the  Association.   Considering 
the  fact  that  there  are  approximately  350  fire  departments  in  the 
state  and  that  each  department  has  at  least  two  or  three  officers, 
we  should  have  at  least  ten  times  that  many. 

At  the  very  least,  each  fire  department  should  have  one  member  join 
the  Fire  Chiefs'  Association  for  various  reasons.   One  of  them  being 
that  you  will  meet  a  lot  of  fine  people  who  have  the  same  interests 
and  problems  as  you  have  to  exchange  ideas  with.   Another  is  that 
there  is  strength  in  numbers  when  we  need  to  exert  some  influence 
to  better  fire  safety  conditions.   You  will  improve  your  own  fire 
department  by  learning  of  some  new  innovative  program  someone  else 
has.   This  is  a  good  organization,  more  members  would  make  us 
better.   The  dues  are  only  $10.00  annually. 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  in  Helena  on  April  22nd  and  agreed  to  hold 
the  convention  in  West  Yellowstone  on  October  6th  and  7th.   Make  vour 
plans  now  to  take  a  trip  to  vacation  land  and  oarticipate  in  what 
appears  to  be  one  of  the  best  annual  meetings  ever.   This  will  be  a 
good  meeting.   We  have  a  number  of  issues  to  discuss  and  agree  on. 

Those  fire  departments  having  members  who  wish  to  join  the  Association 
may  contact  Dan  Misner;  Secretary-Treasurer;  P.  0.  Box  1704;  Helena, 
Montana  59601;  phone,  442-8768. 


GERALD  SAGMILLER 

President 

Montana  Fire  Chiefs'  Association 
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SILVERBOW  COUNTY  AREAS  FIRE-RATED  AT  5 

Jack  Thomas  of  the  Floral  Park  Fire  Department  said  Monday  all  county 
areas  with  volunteer  fire  protection  have  Class  5  fire  ratings. 

Those  ratings  compare  with  a  Class  6  rating  in  the  City  of  Butte.  The 
Class  6  rating  is  lower  than  5  and  areas  in  Class  6  carry  higher  fire 
insurance  rates. 

Thomas  said  the  only  volunteer  departments  without  Class  5  ratings  are 
the  recently  formed  Terra  Verde  and  Little  Basin  Creek  departments. 

Class  5  ratings  for  Big  Butte,  Boulevard,  Centerville,  East  Butte, 
Floral  Park,  Home  Atherton,  McQueen,  Racetrack,  Rocker  and  Walkerville 
were  noted  in  a  February  1975  letter  to  the  county  commissioners  from 
J.J.  Leary  of  the  Insurance  Services  Office  of  Montana. 


LEAFLET  EXPLAINS  RULES  FOR  NEW  DEATH  BENEFITS 

The  Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Administration  is  distributing  to  18,000 
public  safety  agencies  leaflets  containing  eligibility  requirements  and 
and  explanation  of  how  claims  may  be  filed  under  the  Public  Safety 
Officers  Benefit  Act. 

Under  the  program,  survivors  of  a  public  safety  officer  killed  in  the 
line  of  duty  are  eligible  to  receive  $50,000  in  death  benefits.   The  law 
became  effective  September  29,  1976  when  President  Ford  signed  the  bill. 
It  applies  to  deaths  resulting  from  injuries  received  on  or  after 
September  29,  1976.   The  L.E.A.A.  will  administer  the  program. 

Additional  information  about  the  death  benefits  program  or  copies  of  the 
leaflet  may  be  obtained  from  the  Public.  Safety  Officers'  Benefits  Program; 
Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Administration;  Washington,  D.C.  20531;  phone, 
(202)376-2691. 


A  bill  that  would  give  a  fire  chief  the  sole  authority  at  the  scene  of  a 
fire  was  passed  by  the  New  Jersey  Assembly  and  sent  to  the  State  Senate. 

The  measure  was  sponsored  by  Assemblyman  John  Markert  of  Bergen  County 
who  said  it  is  intended  to  minimize  interference  from  municipal  officials 
at  fire  scenes. 


If  HB  124  had  not  been  killed  during  the  session  just  ended,  we  would 
have  accomplished  the  same  thing  in  Montana. 

-  Fire  Marshal  Bill  Penttila 


WESTERN  FIRE  CHIEFS  ASSOCIATION,  INC. 


The  information  printed  on  the  following  two  pages  discusses  the  Western 
Fire  Chiefs  Association,  Inc.   There  is  also  a  detachable  membership 
application  for  those  fire  chiefs  wishing  to  join  this  Association. 
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C  detach  and  mail/address  on  reverse  side) 
TITLE 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT^ 
MAILING  ADDRESS 


Have  you  ever  been  a  member  of  the  WAFC  or  IAFC? 


Remittance  for  WAFC  &  IAFC  $45.00  [  ]  Active    $50.00  [  ]  Sustaining   enclosed  herewith. 
If  dues  are  paid  by  Municipality,  please  check  [  ] 
If  you  are   an  Ex-Fire  Chief,  please  Check  [  ] 

Dues  Enclosed  [  ]    Bill  Me  [  ]      Are  you  a  Paid  Chief?  [  ]   Volunteer  Chief?  [  ] 


Name  of  Sponsor 


Address  of  Sponsor 
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FIRE  PREVENTION  AND  THE  901  REPORTING  SYSTEM 

As  we  are  sure  you  all  know,  Montana  utilizes  the  901  Basic  Field 
Incident  Reporting  System  for  gathering  statistics  on  the  problems 
in  our  state. 

This  system  has  been  in  affect  for  approximately  four  years.   Those 
of  you  who  have  knowledge  of  this  system  are  undoubtedly  aware  of 
the  "bugs"  it  has.   When  the  system  first  came  into  being,  the  fire 
service  was  told  that  it  would  take  about  five  years  to  iron  out  all 
the  problems  and  make  the  system  work.   We  feel  we  have  made  some 
progress,  but  it's  been  an  uphill  struggle  because  of  the  lack  of 
cooperation  from  many  of  the  fire  departments  in  the  past  four  years. 
The  Bureau  is  very  much  encouraged  by  the  response  of  the  fire  depart- 
ments in  filling  out  the  901  since  the  first  of  the  year.   We  feel  we 
will  show  a  great  improvement  in  vital  statistics  for  1977  if  the 
current  cooperation  of  the  fire  departments  is  any  indication  of  what 
will  happen  in  the  remaining  months. 

We  can't  stress  often  enough  the  importance  and  the  need  for  such  a 
reporting  system.   The  901  system  is  the  only  way  we  presently  have 
of  determining  the  problems  we  have  in  our  state.   This  system  is  not 
for  the  Fire  Marshal  Bureau;  it  is  for  you. 

The  Bureau  is  striving  to  put  out  better  and  more  complete  information 
to  each  reporting  department  from  the  data  supplied  to  us.   We  will 
continue  to  try  to  improve  our  feedback  to  the  departments,  but  we  can 
only  give  you  what  you  give  us.   The  data  on  the  monthly,  semi-annual, 
and  annual  printouts  that  we  send  to  each  reporting  department  can  be 
invaluable  for  a  number  of  reasons.   Most  all  departments  have  to  go 
to  someone  for  funding  for  equipment,  training,  manpower,  etc.;  with 
the  statistics  (if  they  are  being  reported  accurately)  each  department 
can  show  how  they  are  being  utilized  and  where  they  need  improvement. 
If  your  department  is  seriously  concerned  about  fire  prevention,  these 
reports  can  be  very  useful;  they  let  you  know  where  you  need  to  con- 
centrate an  effort  to  eliminate  a  hazardous  situation  in  your  area. 

We  will  be  going  to  a  new  reporting  form  and  new  manual  in  January  of 
1978.   We  will  be  spending  the  remaining  months  of  1977  making  this 
new  system  as  simple  and  as  informative  as  possible.   We  are  asking 
each  department  to  submit  ideas  on  what  they  would  like  to  see  included 
in  this  new  form  and  new  manual.   Maybe  you  have  noticed  a  definite 
lack  of  coding  in  a  special  area- -let  us  know.   Of  course,  we're  aware 
of  the  suggestion  that  many  departments  would  make  as  to  what  we  can  do 
with  the  system,  but  what  we're  looking  for  is  some  helpful  ideas  as  to 
how  we  can  make  this  system  work  better  for  you.   Tell  us  what  kind  of 
data  you'd  like  to  be  able  to  receive  from  your  printouts. 

We  would  also  like  to  ask  each  department  to  complete  the  following 
questionnaire  as  to  what  you  would  like  to  see  the  Fire  Marshal  Bureau 
accomplish  in  fire  prevention,  statewide  training  on  investigative 
procedures,  or  anything  you  feel  the  Bureau  should  concentrate  an 
effort  on  that  they  haven't  in  the  past. 

We  need  your  comments  and  suggestions  to  make  this  Bureau  work  more 
efficiently  for  you. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

Do  you  think  the  State  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  should: 

)  Yes  (  )  No   a.   Do  plans  reading  for  building  construction? 

)  Yes  (  )  No   b.   Adopt  fire  safety  regulations,  i.e.  Life  Safety 
Code,  Flammable  Liquids  Code,  etc? 

)  Yes  (  )  No   c.   Enforce  fire  safety  regulations  throughout  the 
state  excluding  corporate  cities? 

)  Yes  (  )  No   d.   Enforce  fire  safety  regulations  anywhere  in  the 
state? 

)  Yes  (  )  No   e.   Investigate  all  arson  fires? 

If  your  answer  is  "No",  draw  a  circle  around  the 
areas  that  should  be  excluded  from  investigation 
by  the  Fire  Marshal  Bureau: 

(1)  Corporate  cities 

(2)  Fire  districts 

(3)  State 

(  )  Yes  (  )  No   f.   Do  you  think  the  present  office  is  doing  a 

satisfactory  job  overall? 

If  your  answer  is  "No",  list  the  area(s)  that  you 
feel  needs  more  emphasis. 


The  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  asks  that  you  complete  this  questionnaire  and 
return  it  to  our  office.   Your  response  to  these  questions  will  enable 
us  to  better  serve  your  needs. 
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FIRE  PREVENTION  SURVEY 

The  following  is  a  questionnaire  regarding  fire  prevention  programs  that 
are  being  initiated  in  the  various  cities  and  towns  in  Montana.   We  request 
that  you  fill  out  this  questionnaire  as  completely  as  possible  and  return 
it  to  the  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  along  with  any  suggestions  you  might  have. 

We  are  trying  to  determine  what  is  lacking  statewide  in  fire  prevention 
education  and  what  steps  are  needed  to  improve  the  situation. 

SCHOOL  FIRE  PREVENTION  EDUCATION  (Check  programs  in  affect  in  your  town) 

(  )  Junior  Fire  Marshal  Program 

(  )  Operation  EDITH  (Exit  Drills  in  the  Home) 

(  )  Babysitting  Clinics  (usually  at  the  Junior  High  School  level) 

(  )  Spring  Clean-up  Campaign  (home  safety  check  lists  for  students) 

(  )  Home  Inspection  Lists  (usually  given  to  students  during  Fire  Preven- 
tion Week) 

(  )  Other  (list  other  programs  you  might  have  initiated  in  your  area) 


COMMUNITY  FIRE  PREVENTION 

(  )  Voluntary  Home  Inspections 

(  )  Safety  Surveys  for  Property  Owners 

(  )  Early  Warning  Device  Promotions  (smoke  detectors,  etc.) 

(  )  Other 


FIRE  PREVENTION  MEASURES  FROM  STATISTICS  ON  901  PRINTOUTS 

Do  you  use  the  statistics  provided  on  the  901  printouts  to  determine  what 
fire  prevention  programs  are  needed  for  your  community? 

(  )  Yes         (  )  No 

Would  you  be  willing  to  start  fire  prevention  programs  in  your  area  if 
handouts,  programs,  guidelines,  and  other  fire  prevention  education 
material  were  available? 

(  )  Yes         (  )  No 

Any  comments  can  be  made  on  the  reverse  side  of  this  questionnaire. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT  CHIEF 


